
Ink and Impressions 
SAGA at 110

Ruth Leaf & Atelier 17
A conversation with Merle Perlmutter and Christina 

Weyl
Host: Jennifer Reynolds-Kaye

The Housatonic Museum of Art and the Society of 
American Graphic Artists (SAGA ) present



Atelier 17’s locations

Paris, 1927-1939
47 ter, rue du Moulin Vert (1927-1928)
27 villa Chauvelot (1928-1932/33)
17, rue Campagne Première (1932/33-1939)

� First user of “Atelier 17” for group
show Galerie Pierre (May 1935)

New York, 1940-1955
New School for Social Research, 66 West 12th Street 
(1940-45)
41 East Eighth Street (1945-53)
523 Sixth Avenue (1953-55)

Paris, 1950-1988
278, rue de Vaurigard (1950-1954)
Académie Ranson: 7, rue Joseph Bara (1954-1961)
77, rue Daguerre (1961-1969)
63, rue Daguerre (1969-1977)
10, rue Didot (1977-1989)



Some of Atelier 17’s (many) legacies

Revival of engraving as creative 
medium, not reproductive

Exploration of new techniques, such as 
soft ground etching and sugar lift 
aquatint

Development of viscosity printmaking, simultaneous color 
printmaking



Ruth of Hayter’s teaching methods

Ruth on the atmosphere at Atelier 17

Ruth on her early printmaking technique and 
subject matter

Ruth on writing her book and her students at Ruth 
Leaf Studio



Art Students League, student record 
card



Ruth Leaf, untitled (nursing mother), ca. 1941-
45.
Lithograph, 12 x 9.5 inches
Collection, Art Students League

Ruth Leaf, Twilight, ca. 1950
Etching, plate: 14 7/8 x 17 7/8 in. 
Courtesy of Dolan/Maxwell (ex. collection Stanley William 
Hayter)



Ruth Leaf, Coney Island Elevated, ca. 
1960
Woodcut, 17 x 21 in. 

Ruth Leaf, Musicians, ca. 1950s. Woodcut, image: 9 3/8 x 
25 5/8 in. National Gallery of Art, Washington.



Below: Ruth Leaf Studio, Douglaston, Queens, ca. 
1970s

Right: Ruth Leaf in Newsday, Sept. 11, 1981.















Q & A

THANK YOU!

Visit Ink and Impressions: 110 Years of the Society of American Graphic Artists, 
on view through Friday, February 13, 2026 at The Housatonic Museum of Art:
900 Lafayette Blvd, Bridgeport, CT 06604


	Ink and Impressions  
SAGA at 110�Ruth Leaf & Atelier 17
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15

